JOAN    OF    ARC
crossed the Oise with fifteen hundred men and marched
swiftly north on Pont PEveque. A few hours later Poton
de Saintrailles galloped east, crossed the Aisne by the
first available bridge, and turned west again in the
direction of Choisy. It was her plan to attack the eight
hundred English guarding the bridge at Pont PEveque
while Poton fell on the rear of the Burgundian force
before Choisy: the latter, cut off from help through
Joan's activities in between them and their base, could
be destroyed by Poton at his leisure and the siege of
Choisy raised.
It was a masterly conception and deserved better
luck. "Between dawn and sunrise" the Maid wiped out
the camp at Pont 1'Eveque before the enemy's main
force at Noyon could be awakened and rushed to the
rescue. But Poton, though he moved with the same
ghostly speed, arrived just too late to complete the
exploit, for Choisy had surrendered a few hours earlier.
The furious Gascon had his revenge on those of the
Burgundians who had not yet entered the town and
then rode away.
Joan, utterly tireless, promptly devised another scheme
for troubling the enemy; if she could not halt his advance
she could still, with her swift-riding veterans, strike him
in the rear. The nearest bridge over the Aisne, now that
Choisy had fallen, was Soissons, and to Soissons she
dashed. And there for the first time she encountered
downright treason. Guichard Bournel, captain of the
town, who had been with her at Paris, refused to admit
her on the ground that the place could not support a
force so large as hers. The plea was common amongst
French cities, and often justifiable; in this instance it
happened to be dishonest, for Bournel had sold out to
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